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ABSTRACT

practice related to religious activities, severity of illness, social support and spiritual well being of

The purposes of this study were to examine the relationships and predictors between

terminal cancer patients. Participants included 110 terminal cancer patients from two settings:The
Cancer Center of Mahavachilalongkorn, Tanyaburi Pathumthani Province, and Arokhayasala Wat
Khampramong, Sakon Nakhon Province. Data were collected by using five instruments:Demographic
data form, Spiritual Well Being Scale, Practice Related to Religious Activities Questionnaire, Perceived
Severity of illness Questionnaire and Social Support Questionnaire. All instruments were tested for
content validity and reliability. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients for the scales were .89, .82, .82, and .96,
respectively. Data were analyzed using Pearson’s Product moment coefficient and Stepwise multiple
regression. The research results were as follows: Social support and practice related to religious activi-
ties were significantly positive related to the spiritual well being of terminal cancer patients(r=0.49, and
0.18, respectively; p < .05) but the severity of illness was significantly negative related to the spiritual
well being of terminal cancer patients (r = -0.49; p < .05). The severity of illness (B=-.40; p<.05), social
support (=.32; p<. 05) and practice related to religious activities (f=.22; p<.05) were the significant
predictors and together accounting for 40 percent of the variance to spiritual well being of terminal
cancer patients (R*= .40; p<.05).
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